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Ateian sigillata and import-export activities in north Etruria

The Ateian sigillata production was the principal fea-
ture of the north Etruscan economy and certainly one
of the more important in the history of Roman pot-
tery. It was not by chance that this phenomenon arose
in the Arno valley, a fruitful region, rich in agricul-
tural resources and raw materials (ores, clay, timber),
being the necessary requirements for several manu-
facturing activities. The Arnus and Tiber rivers and
their main affluents were navigable in Roman times
and permitted the rapid conveyance of men, raw mate-
rials, foodstuffs and artifacts’.

As fas as pottery is concerned, black-glazed ware was
produced in Arezzo from the fourth century BC
onwards. Between the end of the second and the first
half of the first centuries BC, the north Etruscan black-
glazed pottery Campana B enjoyed a wide distribu-
tion, both northwards (Po Valley, Magdalensberg) and
along the Mediterranean coasts®. Clearly, north Etr-
uscan terra sigillata arose from a sound productive tra-
dition and within an active trade system. Nevertheless,
its origin and success were mainly due to political
events.

According to L. Pedroni?, in the first historical phase
of arretine sigillata the stamps belonged to men such
as Q. Afranius and C. Septimius, linked to Pompeius.
Thanks to the victorious campaigns in the eastern
Mediterranean, between 67 and 62 BC, money,
skilled slaves and a new technology (i.e. indirectly
heated kilns) were imported to Etruria. After the
defeat of the Pompeians, the estates and the work-
shops changed owners and political events favoured
the followers first of Caesar and then of Octavianus.
The close relationship between politics and ceramic
production is clear as far as Ateian ware is concerned.
On the grounds of epigraphic evidence?, the Ateii
were of Etruscan origin and, specifically, their roots
were in Valdichiana, the territory of which was
divided between Arezzo and Chiusi during the Roman
period. It is very likely that there were close family
links between the potter Cn. Ateius and Cn. Ateius
Capito, who was the grandson of a centurion of
Sulla’. In 17 BC he celebrated the ludi saeculares
with Augustus®, in AD 5 he became consul suffectus’
and in AD 13 curator aquae in Rome?®. 1 would like
to stress the relationship between Ateian terra sig-
illata and political power because I believe this link
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strongly conditioned the mechanisms of production
and trade of this ware.

At present, the oldest Ateian workshop is the one
discovered in Arezzo, in Nardi street” datable to the
last decade (or surely the last 15 years) BC. Based
on archaeometrical and archaeological evidence,
other Ateian workshops were doubtless present in
Arezzo. Indeed, only 73 stamps found outside Arezzo
can reasonably be associated with the Nardi Street
workshop!?. Of these stamps, 24 were found in
Rome. At least some were traded via the Tiber river.
Other stamped pieces produced in Nardi street flowed
with the Arno down to the Pisan ports, from whence
they were widely traded to Ephesos in the east,
Noevasium in the north and even beyond the
Empire’s frontiers (e.g. Es-Saouira in the coast of
central Morocco).

Ateian kilns were moved from Arezzo to the sea-town
of Pisa, in order to increase the already established
trade activities. Four workshops have been discovered
in Pisae (San Zeno and San Stefano street) and in the
ager Pisanus (Isola di Migliarino and Poggio Fiori)'L.
Many other kilns remain unidentified'2. Until now, the
oldest Ateian workshop found in Pisa was identified
in San Zeno Street, where production and trade began
in the last years of the first century BC. According to
P.M. Kenrick, the San Zeno Street deposit immedi-
ately succeeded that of Nardi Street!®: archacometri-
cal analyses carried out at Saintes (Mediolanum San-
tonum ) confirmed that Arretine was replaced by Pisan
sigillata during the last decade BC!.

Forms and stamps of the Pisan and Arretine Ateian
workshops are well known by now'>. In a next step,
we will attempt to delineate the distribution of their
products into the Neronian period, represented by the
last potters (Cn. Ateius Mahes and Cn. Ateius Arreti-
nus)'® and constituting the #rait d’union with the Late
Italian ware. We will consider Ateian sigillata in dif-
ferent contexts (economical, political and geographi-
cal) of distribution. In fact, this ware was involved in
numerous exchange mechanisms: it was distributed in
both military and civilian markets; in several geo-
graphical areas (the western and eastern Mediterranean
basin, as well as countries beyond the borders of the
Empire) and in various political and social contexts
(oppida, vici, civitates, coloniae).
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THE MILITARY MARKET

Ever since S. Loeschcke’s studies!’, the link between
Ateian sigillata and the Augustan military campaigns
has long been noted. The distribution maps published
by E. Ettlinger in 1962!® showed a wide distribution
of Ateian sigillata in the castra located along the
Rhine-Danube limes and archaeometrical analyses
indicated that the tableware mostly originated from
Pisa.

Useful quantitative data are available from Haltern and
Novaesium. In the former site, Ateian sigillata repre-
sented 44% of the total of the stamps found, with 30%
from Pisa and 14% from Lyon'. At Novaesium, of the
611 identified stamps, 196 (32%) were Ateian, with
10 stamps from Arezzo, 165 from Pisa and 21 from
Lyon®. Along the German /imes Ateian ware contin-
ued to be popular in the post-Augustan period as well.
Ateian stamps still constituted 18% of the total in the
Roman military settlement at Velsen, datable to 20-55
AD?,

Indeed, only close links with the Augustan ruling class
can explain the success of Ateius in the annona mili-
taris, for which he was entrusted with many contracts.
The Ateian distribution network was efficient and
detailed, ready to comply with all market requirements.
S. Loeschcke?? suggested that Ateius’ firm produced
wholesale for the Roman army in Germany and that
it had its own distribution network. Ateius did not sell
through middlemen, whereas other potters had to. In
order to supply the military markets Cn. Ateius planned
to get closer to the German [limes, by setting up
branches at la Graufesenque, perhaps at Jonquicres
and at Lione?. As stressed by C. Wells, Lyon had a
very important role in Roman politics because it was
the seat of the mint which was producing coinage to
pay the Rhine army? and it may be very likely that
pottery and coins used the same supply routes.

In the early decades of the Roman occupation the
legionaries were not completely self-sufficient. Their
needs were various, from vessels to grain (when the
local harvests proved inadequate), olive oil, wine,
weapons, blankets and cloaks?. Along with terra sig-
illata many of these goods could have been sent from
north Etruria to the German limes, as shown, for
instance, by the finding in Augusta Raurica and per-
haps Aventicum of Dressel 2-4 amphorae produced in
the coastal ager Volaterranus, in the Mazzanta work-
shop?®. Most likely weapons were sent to the limes
from Arezzo. Its metalworks were renowned since the
sixth century BC?” and in 205 BC the town had sup-
plied Scipio with an enormous quantity of weapons?®.

272

The Arretine mountains and hills were rich in iron and
copper mines, which were exploited during the Tri-
umviral and Augustan periods®®. North Etruria had a
grain production considerable in quantity and qual-
ity®®. In 205 BC Scipio was supplied by Volaterrae
and Arretium with grain®'. T. Caesius Primus bought
grain in Umbria and Tuscany in the first half of the
second century AD to be resold in the urban market®2.
In this way, the Arno valley had the possibility of sup-
pling grain, ceramics, wine and weapons to the Roman
soldiers. This multi-productivity of the Arno valley,
the convenience of transport and, last but not least, the
Augustan support, may explain the economic success
of Ateian terra sigillata on the German limes.
Obviously terra sigillata was not confined to Roman
army>. To the north of the Alps, Ateian sigillata first
reached the army and then became available on the
civilian market as well. In northern Gaul, F. Hanut
(this volume) stressed the peak of Ateian imports in
5/10-20/25 AD, in both the civilian and military mar-
kets, while before they had always been linked to a
Roman military presence. As expected, these imports
reached more urban settlements than rural sites.

The relationship between Roman conquests and the
trade in Ateian ware can also be observed in Britan-
nia, where vessels stamped by Cn. Ateius and Chres-
tus have been found in deposits of the Claudian period,
as at Noviomagus Regnensium (Fishbourne)**. How-
ever, before AD 43, Ateian pottery had already
reached Britannia, as is shown by the Silchester® and
Colchester?® excavations. In the latter site, Italian sig-
illata constituted 16% of the total (332 stamps) and
Ateian sigillata represented 11%>’. This percentage is
undoubtedly lower than along the German limes, but
it is by no means insignificant’.

THE CIVILIAN MARKET

Besides supplying the army, Pisan/Arretine sigillata
enjoyed a wide circulation in the free market along the
Mediterranean coasts and beyond. Fulford stressed the
correlation between agriculturally prosperous regions
and the production of pottery serving a wide market®.
As we have seen, the Arno valley was renowned for
the quality and yield of its cereals. Wine production
is well documented from the Archaic to the late
Roman period. Manufactured goods such as weapons
could be exported. Timber from Pisae and marble from
Luna were other materials of notable economic impor-
tance which sustained the commercial flow to Rome?*.
Therefore, Ateian sigillata may be involved in many




exchange mechanisms: its distribution can be used to
delineate some Mediterranean patterns of exchange.

The western Mediterranean

Etruscan traffic was mainly aimed at the western
Mediterranean, as shown by imports found along the
coasts during surveys and excavations*!.

Gallia had been the preferred market since the begin-
ning of Ateian export from Arezzo and Pisa. The
Etruria-southern Gallia trade followed tradition: north-
Etruscan sigillata entered into already sound exchange
mechanisms*?. This pottery is very common in the
Gaulish oppida®: it was a kind of status symbol for
the local aristocracy, who bought the Italian vessels
by selling wool, hides, metals and slaves. The coastal
harbours (especially Narbo Martius), a good fluvial
network (based on the Rhodanus and Garumna 1ivers)
and the road system vastly improved by Agrippa
allowed a convenient distribution of the Pisan ware.
At Mediolanum Santonum Ateian ware is present with
91 stamps of 191 (= 48%). Of these, 45 stamps have
been analysed: 37 turned out to be from Pisa, 3 from
Arezzo and 7 from indeterminate zones in Italy*. Con-
cerning Glanum, 605 stamps have been published,
dated from the Augustan period up to the end of the
first century AD®, Italian sigillata, with 170 items,
forms 28% of the total. The Ateian ware, with 58
stamps, constitutes 34% of Italian sigillata and 9.5 %
of the ware accumulated at Glanum during a period
of nearly 120 years. Instead, at Saint-Romain-en-Gal,
Pisan imports are not common*. Evidently the east-
ern Gaulish markets no longer received the ware
because of the activity of the Ateian branch in Lyon.
Following the same western sea routes, Ateian sig-
illata was distributed along the Iberian coasts and
inland, obviously taking advantage of the river valleys
and the main road system. Many shipwrecks identi-
fied in the North Tyrrhenian sea give evidence of the
great volume of traffic between north Etruria and the
Iberian peninsula. The commercial flow occurred
along the Iberian and Gaulish coasts and through the
Baleari, Capo Corso and the Arcipelago Toscano sea
route. Great quantities of Spanish garum and olive oil
were traded along the Tyrrhenian coasts, while ships
headed for Rome. Wines from Baetica and Tarraco-
nensis were exported as well; metals, fruits and honey
were other products which could arrive from the Iber-
ian peninsula*’. At Tossal de Manises (Pais Valen-
ciano), among the terra sigillata dated to the first two
centuries AD (426 stamps), 124 items (= 29.1%) were
from Arezzo/Pisa. Ateian Ware, with 45 stamps,

formed 36.3% of the Ttalian imports and 10.5% of the
entire body of sigillata*®. To this percentage 48 stamps
(= 11.26%) of Pisan Late Italian potters can be added.
Nearly 22% of the terra sigillata reaching this site
came from northern Etruria. Italian sigillata makes up
61.5% of the sigillata deposited in the Museo Arque-
olégico de Ibiza (in all 169 stamps)*. North-Etruscan
Ateian ware, with 20 items, forms 12% of the total
amount of terra sigillata, to which can be added 11
Late-Italian stamps (= 6.5%). More or less similar per-
centages have been recorded in several sites along the
Iberian coast’®, whereas the Ateian ware is scarcer
inland, as shown, for example, by the rare vessels
found at Numancia®'. Pisan ware reached Conimbriga
as well*?, probably from Mediterranean coasts through
the Tagus river®: however, the quantity of Ateian
imports is scarce (12 stamps on 238 found, equalling
5%), peaking in the Tiberian period>*.

We know the situation in western North Africa (Mau-
retania, Numidia and Africa Proconsularis) thanks to
the papers of R. Guery and P. Kenrick®. Vessels
stamped by the Ateius group were found in this region
(52 stamped pieces on 926, or 5.6%). To this per-
centage 30 stamps of the Pisan potter Valerius

Volusus®® and 93 of the Late Italian potters can be

added. On the whole the Pisan imports reached 19%.
Obviously, Italian sigillata was very popular at
Cherchell¥’, the Roman Caesarea of Giuba IL. In the
last decades of the first century AD, Late Italian ves-
sels were sent along these sea-routes as military sup-
ply to veterans settlements in Mauretania and
Numidia®.

The eastern Mediterranean

Ateian terra sigillata reached the main coastal towns
in the eastern Mediterranean, but in much lower quan-
tities than in the west. At Corinth, for example, whose
commercial importance is undoubted>, Ateian sigillata
shows insignificant percentages in comparison to the
German limes®. In the early first century AD Italian
sigillata was the primary imported fine ware found,
sometimes surpassing in quantity even the locally
made fine ware, and Arezzo supplied 79.5% of the
Italian sigillata’!. Even so, and not only for chrono-
logical reasons®, Ateian ware arrived at only 2.6%
(18 stamps of 700); the Late Italian potters (the Mur-
rii and L. Rasinius Pisanus) are recorded by the same
rate (18 stamps)®. Evidently, the rich market of the
Colonia Laus Iulia Corinthiensis shows a remarkable
diversification of sigillata sources: more than 26 shops
were involved, and not all were among the largest at
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Arezzo. Most likely this pottery was imported for
resale, and in this private exchange the Ateian pottery
was a minority. Concerning Ephesos, Italian sigillata
has been found in a moderate quantity®: in the sec-
ond edition of the CVA® Pisan sigillata reached
3.45%, while the Arezzo/Pisa/Lyon tableware com-
prises 3.45%.

Therefore, in the eastern Mediterranean Ateian sig-
illata was not a great commercial success. I think,
along with E. Ettlinger®®, that its presence was linked
primarily to the grain trade to Rome. After reaching
Ostia, part of the Ateian pottery went on to Rome?,
and part traveled out of Italy southeastward in the
holds of the grain ships as a part of the return cargo.
Obviously, the grain supply to Rome influenced the
movement of goods in general, exerting what Rick-
man defined as a gravitational pull®. Augustus gave
the praefectus annonae the task of coordinating, stim-
ulating and checking upon all the grain imports to
Rome. However, the grain trade was run by private
enterprises, by mercatores, negotiatores and above all
by the shipowners, navicularii®®. Private and state trade
were closely intertwined.

As is well-known, the main grain routes were Alexan-
dria-Rome” and Carthago-Alexandria-Rome’". A
direct route was probably taken from Rome to Alexan-
dria, whereas the journey to Rome was an indirect one:
from Cyprus, to the southern coasts of Asia Minor and
then westwards to Crete, Sicily and the west coast of
Italy. Puteoli was the most important harbour along
the Southern Tyrrhenian coast, and in fact in this area
Ateian sigillata from Pisa was so popular that an
Ateian branch is assumed to have been located in
Campania’. Not by chance, at Alexandria, Italian sig-
illata constituted the majority of the fine wares and
Ateian sigillata is well represented with the stamps of
Cn. Ateius, Cn. Ateius Mahetis, Cn. Ateius Euhodus
and Zoilus™. The rare Ateian finds along the Syrian-
Palestinian coast (Antioch-on-the-Orontes’, Oboda’™)
can be linked to this grain route. Imports from North-
ern Etruria are rare in Crete’®, while different per-
centages are recorded at Paphos, where, evidently for
chronological reasons, a large quantity of Pisan Late
Italian Sigillata was found (mostly Lucius Rasinius
Pisanus: 24 stamps on 32)7". Finds are much more
numerous in Sicily’, as this island was also involved
in the sea route Rome-Carthago.

The Ateian terra sigillata found at Chersonesos™, in
the Bosphoran district supplies evidence for another
grain route, linking the Black sea and Greece. As Kath-
leen Warner Slane showed, this trade route passed
through Corinth®. Ateian sigillata found at Smyrna®'
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and Ephesos®? probably should be seen in this context
as well.

The rare arrivals of eastern sigillata in the north Etr-
uscan market during early imperial times attest these
cast-west trade mechanisms®?. Eastern wine (in Dres-
sel 43 and Agora 197 amphoras), Greek marbles and
Egyptian porphyry reached the north Etruscan market
too®. Slaves arrived from the east in great quantities
and they were undoubtedly put to work in the Pisan
workshops and in the marble quarries of Luni®. Lux-
ury imports (papyrus, silk, spices, glass, purple,
incense, perfumes, linen clothes, gems, pearls)® have
become archaeologically invisible, but filled the holds
of the ships going westwards.

As far as north Africa is concerned Ateian sigillata
was well distributed both along the Rome-Carthago
sea route, with a large amount of evidence along the
Sicilian®’ and Sardinian® coasts, at Carthago®, and
along the Carthago-Alexandria sea route. Concerning
the Libyan coast, Ateian terra sigillata has been found
at Sabratha?®. Only 5 stamps are Ateian on 107 items,
dated from ca. 10 BC to Domitian’s reign (= 4.6%).
Pisan presence increased in the following decades:
Late Roman potters (mostly L. Rasinius Pisanus, once
more) exceeded 10%. Ateian ware has been found at
Leptis Maior®!. Italian terra sigillata found at
Berenice/Benghazi reached 45% in first century AD
deposits. It was imported in significant quantities
mostly from the Tiberian period onwards®. Ateian
ware forms 32.3% of the total of Italian sigillata (105
stamps) and Late Ttalian potters constitute 10.4%.
Obviously, Tunisian and Tripolitanian products (olive
oil and garum amphoras, terra sigillata, coarse pottery,
lamps) are common along the Tyrthenian coast and in
the northern Etruscan market, with percentages which
became enormous from the second/third century AD
onwards’*.

Ateian sigillata beyond the empire ’s frontiers: the
luxury trade

Ateian ware has even been found beyond the empire’s
frontiers, clearly related to the luxury market. Even if
terra sigillata was not likely to be a trade item in so
far away regions, it is a very important index of the
personnel and shipping points involved in these mar-
ket mechanisms. We can see that north Etruscan har-
bours (via Ostia and Puteoli) took part in this long dis-
tance exchange.

The Ateian terra sigillata found at Mogador (the pre-
sent Essauira, along the Atlantic coast of Morocco)
can be linked to a caravan route going southwards.
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Fig. 1. Sites mentioned in the text: 1. Silchester-Colleva; 2. Colchester-Camulodunum; 3. Fishbourne-Novioma-
gus Regnensium; 4. Velsen, 5. Haltern; 6. Neuss-Novaesium, 7. Metz-Divodurum,; 8. Saintes-Mediolanium
Santonum; 9. Lyon, 10. Saint-Romain-en-Gal; 11. Coimbra-Conimbriga; 12. Numancia; 13. Glanum,; 14.
Chersonesos; 15. Pisa; 16. Arezzo; 17. Tossal de Manises; 18. Ibiza; 19. Pozzuoli-Puteoli; 20. Cherchell-Iol
Caesarea; 21. Carthage; 22. Corinth; 23. Smyrna; 24. Ephesos; 25. Antioch-on-the-Orontes, 26. Paphos; 27.
Leptis Maior 28. Sabratha, 29. Benghazi-Berenike; 30. Alexandria,; 31. Oboda; 32. Mogador; 33. Coptos,

34. Berenike.

This region supplied the Roman market with slaves,
wild animals for the amphitheatre, ivory and citrus,
the precious tuia wood, typical of the Essauira region
and used for making the inlayed tables beloved by the
Roman upper class®.

The Italian and Late Italian sigillata finds along the
Tripolitanian and Cyrenaic coasts may be indices of
caravan routes going south towards the Oasis®.
Sabratha, for example, was located at the juncture of
a caravan route along which ivory, ostrich feathers
and perhaps gold were brought from the centre of
Africa”’.

As for the Ateian ware found on the Pontus Euxinus
besides the grain route, it may be related to the cen-
tral Asian silk route linking the Mediterranean world
with China®.
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At the moment, the most remote site where Ateian
ware has been found is Arikamedu in southeastern
India. Comfort published a Consp. 22 form stamped
by Euhodus'™ who was an Ateius worker in the Isola
di Migliarino workshop. It is dated to the early Tiber-
ian period (perhaps 20 AD)!%! and the archaeometri-
cal analyses carried out on the cup confirmed a Pisan
origin. Other stamped vessels reached Arikamedu
originating from Lyon (1), Puteoli (1) and central
Italy (2). Most probably, western sigillata arrived in
India from Alexandria via the Red Sea, as shown by
the Coptos and Berenice finds, where Italian sigillata
comprised an high percentage in the Tiberian
period'%?. Obviously, the ware was not a trade arti-
cle in Indial®. According to Comfort the use of sig-
illata was essentially restricted to the Conventus
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Romanorum comprising Roman citizens and freed-
men supervising the east-west commerce!%.

NORTHERN ETRURIA AND ATEIAN WARE

Terra sigillata constitutes the best archaeological evi-
dence for reconstructing the volume of traffic from
northern Etruria. The other commodities, in fact, were
perishable (grain, timber, metals) or difficult to deter-
minate (e.g. unstamped wine amphoras).

The bulk of exports from north Etruria was aimed the
German limes. The successful initial phase of the Ateian
production surely was due to Augustan support and it
was carried out by careful economic planning which
provided the sharing of the markets, both military and
civilian. Pannonia and Noricum, for example, had very
rare contacts with Ateian ware, as they were supplied
by other Arretine workshops and by north Italian, Gaul-
ish and eastern potters'®. Anyway, political support was
addressed to a sound economic phenomenon: the Ateian
ware became part of the north Etruscan trading networks
already functioning in the Archaic period and lasting
into to the sixth century AD. Especially in the Tiberian
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